Julie Wylie

In few areas is the potency of education through music better demonstrated
than with small children who suffer from disabilities. Julie Wylie here
describes the place of music at the Champion Centre in Christchurch.

open to all infants and children up to six years of age, who have a devel

T I 1he Champion Centre is a family-based early intervention programme
opmental delay due to disability, birth prematurity, illness or injury.

The programme’s developmental practices involve:

* viewing the child as a whole
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* viewing the child as an integral part of a whole family system 2 ‘;"’"C"‘f
* working through partnership with skilled, experienced and qualified staff M,;’;"" e

l to empower parents to enhance their own child’s development

| * supporting parents through interpersonal counselling to work with their
grief and sadness which may affect their functioning as parents of a child with a

l‘ disability.

Our clinical belief is reflected in the words encased in the logo of the Centre -
BEYOND THE DIFFERENCE.

The Champion Centre works on the premise that “A baby never
exists on its own; there is always a baby and someone else.”
(Winnicott 1975)

For children, all learning occurs in relationship with people and
with the environment. Consequently, “everyone interacting with a
child provides another relationship in which to learn”. (Greenspan) It is on this basis that our
work begins. From the small child’s perspective, relationship begins with the mother, and moves
outward to encompass other family members and then the wider community.

To work effectively with children for whom development has been compromised, we need to
look at them against a backdrop of typically developing children. Inherent in this is the belief
that to survive, a child’s physical needs must be met, but to learn and grow, the need is for love,
joy, delight, admiration by and for another, playfulness and nurture, among many others aspects
of a positive relationship.

When we look at development we note three important factors -

| * Development is about sequence, order, thythm, and hierarchy.
* Everything in development is interrelated all the time.
* The developmental system will be disrupted by any break in the chain.

surroundings mesh with her own physical characteristics. Neither nature nor nurture is a fixed
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l The child’s mastery of each task at each stage depends on how well her human and physical
entity. The interaction of nature and nurture is qualitative rather than quantitative.
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